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Medicare Spending on Brand-name Combination Drugs 650
Brand-name combinations can be more expensive than their components, particularly
when the components are available as low-cost generic drugs. In an analysis of Medicare
data, Sacks and colleagues estimated that spending for 29 brand-name combinations was
$922 million greater than the cost of the generic components,
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Cardiovascular Risk Factors and Cerebrovascular Structure 665
Markers of cerebral injury are associated with future stroke, dementia, and all-cause mor-
tality. Williamson and colleagues assessed 125 young adults with brain magnetic resonance
imaging and found that modifiable cardiovascular risk factors were associated with white
matter hyperintensities and evidence of altered cerebral vessel structure and function.
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RECOMMENDATION STATEMENT

Screening for Cervical Cancer 674
Screening with cervical cytology alone, primary high-risk human papillomavirus test-
ing alone, or cotesting can detect high-grade precancerous cervical lesions and cervical
cancer. This US Preventive Services Task Force statement recommends screening with
cervical cytology in women aged 21 to 29 years and screening with cytology, high-risk
human papillomavirus testing, or both for women aged 30 to 65 years. In an Editorial,
Learman and Garcia note that these updated recommendations provide patients with
more options for cancer prevention.
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EVIDENCE REPORT
Outcomes of Human Papillomavirus Screening 687
In a review of 14 studies with 989635 participants, Melnikow and colleagues found that
high-risk human papillomavirus screening detected higher rates of cervical intraepithelial
neoplasia than cervical cytology but had higher false-positive and colposcapy rates.
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MODELING STUDY

Screening Strategies for Cervical Cancer 706
Human papillomavirus screening and cervical cytology are both effective for the preven-
tion of cervical cancer. In this microsimulation modeling study, Kim and colleagues esti-
mated that human papillomavirus screening has a reasonable balance of harms and ben-
efits when performed every 5 years and switching from cytology to human papillomavirus
screening at age 30 years has an efficient harm to berefit ratio.
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