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Paracetamol (acetaminophen) and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs are used routinely
for the treatment of postoperative pain, but there is limited evidence for a combined anal-
gesic effect. In arandomized trial with 559 patients undergoing total hip arthroplasty, Thybo
and colleagues found that a combination of paracetamol and ibuprofen reduced morphine
consumptionin the first 24 hours following surgery but did not result in a clinically important
improvement over ibuprofen alone.
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Left ventricular ejection fraction and the presence of heart failure symptoms are associated
with long-term mortality in patients with heart faifure, but the risk of postoperative mortality
is unclear. Lerman and colleagues conducted a retrospective cohort study of 47997 patients
who had elective noncardiac surgery and found that heart failure with or without symptoms
was associated with increased postoperative mortality.
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Counseling for the Prevention of Perinatal Depression 580
Perinatal depression is one of the most common complications of pregnancy and can ad-
versely affect children as well as mothers. The US Preventive Services Task Force recom-
mends that clinicians prescribe counseling interventions for pregnant and postpartum
women who are at increased risk of perinatal depression. In an Editorial, Freeman suggests
that user-friendly screening tools would make it easier to identify expectant mothers who
are most likely to benefit from treatment.
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Outcomes of interventions to Prevent Perinatal Depression 588
In a review of 50 studies with 22385 participants, O'Connor and colleagues found that
counseling interventions were associated with a lower likelihood of perinatal depression,
although most evidence was limited to women at increased risk.
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Unmeasured Confounding in Observational Studies 602
In this JAMA Guide to Statistics and Methods, Haneuse and colleagues discuss the prob-
lem of unmeasured confounding in observational studies and explain the use of the E-value,
which estimates how strong the bias would have to be to negate the observed results.
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A Fussy Infant With a Spreading Rash 604

This JAMA Clinical Challenge by Qian and colleagues presents a fussy, afebrile infant with
disseminated vesicles, nodules, and serpiginous burrows. What would you do next?
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