In This Issue of JAMA

August1,2017
Volume 318, Number 5
Pages 401-490

Research

Corticosteroid Therapy for IgA Nephropathy 432
| First Serlous Adverse Event (SAE) by Treatment Group Guidelines recommend  corticoste-
! Placoho roids for the treatment of patients

100 pou
m“»._ with immunoglobulin A (IgA) ne-
phropathy and persistent proteinuria,
but it is uncertain whether the ben-
efits outweigh the risks. In a random-
ized dinical trial of 262 patients with
1gA nephropathy and proteinuria, Ly
and colleagues found that oral meth-
ylprednisolone was associated with
anincreased risk of serious infections.
In an Editorizl, O'Shaughnessy and Lafayette suggest that patients with IgA nephropathy
who receive treatment with corticosteroids should be closely monitored for the develop-
ment of adverse events.
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Revascularization After Ischemic Stroke 443
Rapid revascularization may improve clinical outcomes in patients with ischemic stroke.
In a randomized clinical trial of 381 patients with acute ischemic stroke and large vessel
occlusion in the anterior circulation, Lapergue and colleagues found that thrombectomy
with contact aspiration and thrombectomny using a stent retriever technique resulted in
similar rates of revascularization.

Performance in the Value-Based Payment Modifier Program 453
Under Medicare's Physician Value-Based Payment Modifier Program, physician practices
receive penalties or bonuses based on quality and costs of care. In a cross-sectional study
of 899 US practices caring for 5189-880 fee-for-service Medicare beneficiaries, Chenand
colleagues found that practices serving more socially high-risk patients had lower quality
and lower costs, and practices that served more medically high-risk patients had lower
quality and higher costs.
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Does This Child Have Pneumonia? 462
The difficulty of diagnosing bacterial pneumonia in children with respiratory illness has
contributed to antibiotic overuse. This article by Shah and colleagues in the JAMA Rational
Clinical Examination series reviews the accuracy of symptoms and physical examination
findings for identifying children with radiographic pneumonia.
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Viral Testing for Pediatric Respiratory Infections 472
The clinical utility of testing children with respiratory illnesses for viral infections is uncer-
tain, as discussed in an article in JAMA Pediatrics. In this From the JAMA Network article,
Schroeder and Ralston discuss the limited benefits and potential harms of excessive diag-
nostic testing.

A 24-Hour Urine Study for Recurrent Nephrolithiasis 474
This JAMA Diagnostic Test Interpretation article by Song and Maalouf presents a 29-year-
old man with recurrent nephralithiasis. A 24-hour urine study demonstrated hypercalci-
uria. How do you interpret these results?
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