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Tanezumab for Osteoarthritis of the Hip or Knee 37
Tanezumab is a monoclonal antibody that inhibits receptor binding of nerve growth factor,
which is expressed in the subchondral bone of patients with osteoarthritis. Schnitzer and
colleagues randomized 698 patients with osteoarthritis of the hip or knee and found that
subcutaneous injections of tanezumab reduced pain and improved physical function. Inan
Editorial, Katz cautions that patients treated with tanezumab may be able to bear greater
loads on their damaged joints, increasing the risk of rapidly progressive osteoarthritis.
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Improving Childhood Immunization Rates 49
School-entry mandates are essential for main-
taining high levels of immunization cover-
age and low rates of vaccine-preventable
diseases. Pingali and colleagues analyzed
cross-sectional school-entry data in the state
of California from 2000-2017 and found that
legislative (assembly bill [AB] and Senate bill
[SB]) and educational interventions were as-
sociated with decreases in the rate of children
2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 starting kindergarten without adequate immu-
e nization. In an Editorial, Davis and Shah suggest
that parents’ authority should be constrained by the need to protect their own children as well
as other members of their communities for whom vaccination is medically contraindicated.
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Quality Improvement Under a Primary Care Payment System 57
In the state of Hawaii, a capitation-based primary care payment system was introduced for
the purpose of improving health care value. Navathe and colleagues analyzed health care
claims and clinical registry data for 299458 health plan members and found that implemen-
tation of the new primary care payment system was associated with small improvements in
quality and a reduction in primary care visits, but no difference in the total cost of care. Inan
Editorial, Patel notes that many health services systems are trying to improve primary care
for the patient and the population, at a lower cost, while improving the work of clinicians.
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Breast Density and Cancer Screening 69
Breast density can interfere with the accurate interpretation of mammography images.
This JAMA Insights article by Kerlikowske and colleagues discusses breast cancer screen-
ing strategies for women with dense breasts.
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A Man With Abdominal Pain and a Radiopaque Mass 71
This JAMA Clinical Challenge by Vitello and
colleagues presents a 51-year-old man with
abdominal pain, a history of abdominal sur-
gery, and a radiopaque mass. What would you
do next?

Brexanolone for Postpartum Depression 73
Postpartum depression threatens the health of new mothers and their infants. This Medical
Letter on Drugs and Therapeutics discusses the benefits and risks of the intravenously in-
fused GABA, receptor modulator brexanolone for the treatment of postpartum depression.
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